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Response 5: Bilateral Kinship
	Bilateral kinship or bilateral descent is the mapping of one’s family through both the maternal and paternal lines.  People in these societies consider themselves to come from both their mother’s and father’s respective “sides.”  In early foraging societies, one would identify with both the antecedents from the mother’s side and from the father’s side.  By surrounding one’s self with all of one’s relations, as opposed this side or that, closer bonds and ties could be made.  This way, foraging societies could rely more on one another and participate in mutual giving and receiving of resources and services.  This way of life was advantageous because it brought clans closer together and caused them to work together more.   
	More industrialized societies, such as those found in the islands of Melanesia, rely on the brothers providing yams and other foodstuffs for their sisters.  In this way, their society is very much rooted in families sharing and having responsibilities for one another.  By establishing their society to be dependent on both their mother’s and father’s lines, these societies have prospered and have grown together because of mutual support and unity.   More modern industrialized societies, such as that of the United States, rely on “in-laws” for financial and emotional support of newly-weds and their developing families.  To further illustrate, many people in my kindred have often dropped the kids off at grandma and grandpa’s house so that they might go to work or vacation.  This cultural “norm” has dictated a certain responsibility of the grandparents for the grandchildren – and great grandchildren.  Instead of paying for a babysitter, my family simply dumps the kids on grandma, who is then expected to care for the child until the mother or father returns to pick them up.
	Many people speak of “the rich uncle;” we have one in our family.  He is technically my second cousin Donald Forbush.  I am related to him through my maternal grandfather.  He is he to whom my family refers whenever we speak of “Forbushes to be proud of.”  He is a successful businessman, realtor, investor, and family man.  My maternal grandfather comes from a long paternal line of blacksmiths and physical laborers.  I identify myself mostly with his line as they are more reputable and honorable than my paternal grandfather’s line—the Pells.  The Pells are from Ireland and fit into the typical stereotype of Irishmen—drunkards.  Although I personally consider myself more of a Forbush—a name by which one is honored and respected, because surnames are dictated by the paternal line, I carry the name of the Pell clan.  
	It has been my experience that the more one has in one’s family, the more benefits and support one has.  I personally have many aunts and uncles who are not actually related (consanguines), but “adopted” into the family.  I have a long-time friend-of-the-family, Richard, whom I consider a supplementary father figure for me.  I also have an aunt, Linda, whom had worked with my mother years ago.  She is like a mother figure to me in that she taught me to cook, crochet, clean, bargain shop, and respect authority.  I consider both Richard and Aunt Linda to be my family even though I’m not actually related to them.  Having had both of them in my life, I have learned the importance of saving money and of loving each moment I enjoy with others.  I owe part of my success to them for teaching me a thrifty way of life.  My real father and mother were never around to see to it that I got a decent education.  These wonderful people stepped in and made sure that I knew that I was loved and important.  I come from many places and I’ll go many places, and among all that, I learn, I love, I grow.  
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